Real world versus ivory tower: the challenge for academic surgery.
Academic surgeons increasingly must balance scientific pursuits with the demands of maintaining a clinical practice. This article describes the core values of the Association for Academic Surgery and how these values can guide the survival of the society and of academic surgery given the changing healthcare landscape. These values include: promotion, diversity and inclusivity, scientific excellence, innovation, collaboration, and mentorship. By redefining academic surgery, enabling the collective mind, and harnessing technology, the society and academic surgery can be resilient in the face of current and future adversity.